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So, I had received an email from Hr. Bueschelberger, the Director, about intructions on how I
had to sign in at the front door with the guard and to bring ID to get in. As I get on the u-bahn, I
remembered that I hadn't really written down this guy's name, and I kind of forgot what it was (I
remembered his first name was Juergen and it was something berger, so basically that was even
more stupid of me). I go to the Bundesbank; it is some fancy looking building, in Ludwigstrasse,
near the University (so this is like the old town, fancy part of Munich, great location). The door to
enter the Bank was so ornate, and also so heavy, I had some problems. I go to sign in at the
guard's desk, and of course, as my look would have it, they didn't have my name on the list. The
guard, of course, had this very thick bavarian accent, that I still have difficulties understanding,
making me look like even more of an idiot. And the icing on the cake was when he asked me for
the name of the guy who is interviewing me (which I don't remember, of course), so I am like,
ummm, this guy is the director of Bankaufsicht? Words kind of deserted me, and I was ready to
just run back to my room, but then the guard found something on the computer, and called some-
one, and then tells me, "Herr Bueschelberger. Das ist seine Name..." Alright, dude, thanks.

So, Herr Bueschelberger comes to greet me, while I was admiring the building (it really was
beautiful and ornate on the inside too, but kind of empty, not bustling like a regular bank). Any-
way, so off we go to his office to start the interview. Hr. Bueschelberger was a very nice man,
middle aged, with piercing blue eyes (i would find out just how piercing they were), and so gentle-
manly. He took my coat and hung it up, offered me something to drink, and we were making small
talk. He was telling me about how it was the first time an Indian had ever applied for a position at
the Bundesbank, so this would be an interesting experience for them, and how Germany has new
interest in India, and Deutschebank opened up a couple of branches in Bombay. I made the ap-
propriate murmurs indicating I was following what he was saying (I understood for the most
part), and then he confirmed that I had been in Germany since September, and I made some com-
ments about how wonderful Munich is. He wanted to know how I ended up picking Munich, so I
told him my story of how it was quite spontaneous and it was great, and then he just kind of
jumped into the interview headlong, by asking me what I was looking for in the internship. So, I
was up to bat with the most difficult of questions because, to be frank, I was still unsure of what
they really do in these regional banks. So I stumbled through an explanation of the internship I
had last summer at ICICI, and how since there weren't many investments coming in, I ended up
doing a research project on monetary policy and inflation and its effects on SENSEX (I had to say
that in German. I thankfully looked up the translations. Geldpolitik = monetary policy, Abwertung
= inflation, in case you ever need to know that). So anyway, I blathered on in my broken German
about how I was very interested in policy making, and maybe if I could do something along those
lines here. And, the entire time, Herr Bueschelberger kept looking at me with his startling, pene-
trating blue eyes, and I felt like I was speaking giberish and making a complete fool of myself, and
clearly not answering the question, so out of my depth. So I paused, but he still kept staring un-
nervingly, so I continued on about a research project I was currently interested in, cringing every
time I heard myself make a mistake, but unable to stand the oppressing silence. I then men-
tioned that I read on their website they have a Research centre or something, about German re-
unificaton and the actions the bank took back then. Thankfully he interrupted me then to say that
the research centre was only in Frankfurt at the main office, so I wouldn't be able to do anything
along those lines here, and anyway, that is not a topic the bank is currently interested in. I as-
sured him that I was up for anything because it would just be a great opportunity working there
(it is so hard trying to come across as convincing and sophisticated with poor language skills).

Anyway, I decided to turn the table and asked HIM what he thought would be a great pro-
ject for me, seeing has he knew what I was interested in now. That plan worked because then
Herr Bueschelberger started talking about the current banking crisis, and sub prime, and perhaps
I could do something regarding how exactly the system in different countries started falling
apart. This was the part where I kind of lost him a bit because he was using all these Fachwoerter
and technical jargon, so I understood like 70%, but I kept nodding and 'hmm' and 'aah’'ing. But
see, Herr Bueschelberger had this very strange method of pausing and staring penetratingly,
doesn't matter whether he had just made a statement or asked a question. Except, more often
than not, I was really confused (and afraid) that he had actually posed me a



question somewhere in his talk that I had missed and now he was waiting for an answer. It
was decidedly uncomfortable. So during one such pause, I interjected some stuff about how
the situation in the states is so bad right now (I really cannot stand awkward silences. It's like
word vomit. I mean, even in class, if a teacher asks a question and pauses for the answer
more than 3 seconds, I startsquirming). So anyway, I assured him that this project actually
sounded like a great idea. *Stare* So I say it again, carefully. Another *stare*. Now I am
getting desperate, but then he wrote down this really long statement in the paper in front of
him (I think that was supposed to my topic). Or maybe some penetrating observation about
me. Haha.

Once this was out of the way, he wanted to look at my coursework and grades, which 1
had printed out, but since in Germany, the grading system is different (they are evaluated on a
scale of 1 to 6 with 1 being the best and 6 the worst), so I had to explain to him what an A or B
meant, and how my GPA was actually a good one because 4 is the best in the states. After
looking at my GPA, he said something like, I guess that means you are the best. I had to tell
him, Almost the best, and he laughed (I breathed a little here, those have to be good signs
right? The joking, the laughter). Anyway, after this, he wanted to know how I ended up in
Pittsburgh, and I had to give some background information about myself. And we talked about
what kind of courses I planned to take the following semester. There were plenty of stares and
pauses littered throughout. And then as we were drawing to an end, he said, "Well, first, I
would like to say that we would like to offer you the internship. It would be parttime from May
until end of July...." At this point, I was kind of in disbelief, so I just kept saying "Danke”™ And
then he mentioned something about how I was bright, and I can clearly speak German. Then
he said something about it being a "freiwillige Praktikum" and something about being paid, but
since freiwillige Praktikum means voluntary internship, I had to ask him, "oh, freiwillige Prakti-
kum, das bedeutet kein Geld?" and he chortles, saying "Doch! Doch!" Best instance of "doch"
usage ever! {So basically I asked him if a voluntary internship meant no money, but he an-
swered in the negative, something like, "but, of course"} So I am getting paid, but I don't
know how much. And then he asked me if I had anymore questions for him, which I did-
n't. More pausing and staring, me trying to think of something to say, so of course, I blurt out
that I was actually very anxious before this interview because of my German skills, but he re-
assured me that it was fine, no need to worry, but of course, the more I speak and read (which
I was expected to do), the more I will improve. Ok, great. And then we talked about the
weather and how it was going to snow the next day. More pausing, and staring. I was getting
desperate. This had to mean the interview was over right? He promised to email me with all
the information and the offer, he even told me I got the internship, I didn't have anymore
questions, we even talked about the bloody weather! What more was he pausing for? So then,
I ventured with a "So, ich denke das ist alles?" (So, i think that's all?), and he was like
yup. We'll see you soon. Apparently they have to get a government clearance and some kind
of work permit, but they were going to take care of all of that. And of course, ever the gentle-
man, he held my coat for my while I put it on, accompanied me to the doors (this time he filled
the silence thankfully with how many banks they oversee, and then I commented about how
the building was pretty). And then we shook hands and parted ways, and I opened the huge

Of course, a part of me is still in disbelief and afraid that I had somehow missed a
"nicht" or "kein" in there, so maybe he said we actually can't offer you an internship, but I re-
ceived an email from the agency through which I applied today that they got an email, "I would
like to congratulate you once again on this great opportunity of an internship at Deutsche
Bundesbank! I received an email from Frau Gudrun Riedl today confirming that they offered
you the internship and that they were very impressed by your skills and personality." So appar-
ently word vomit and stuttering German was quite skilled. Or something. Anyway, there you
have it. I am really looking forward to the internship, but I am going to be really really busy in
the next few months. Which means I should travel more before the semester starts! :D

Hope everyone else is doing well. I missed out on P's birthday, which was sad, but really
enjoyed my month at

home Our sincere thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Prabakaran Seshan for sharing this mail with

Love us. Nivi demonstrates great up bringing, strong character and determination. She
- has her share of apprehensions and uncertainties, yet she braces her doubts with
Long-windedly yours, . i . .
Nivi courage and cool casualness and emerges as a winner!!! Itis rare (almost !mp055|ble
unless you are the parent) to get such closer glimpse of a budding economist !!!



LI6OT6BTTILI LL &6

SLOLPTEES @euTLDmerTLD
ShHeng GUIFIWIT, 6T6rTdHE LD

. QuWIT HHmSCW Quiflwimi!
LOGUOTL_60 GUTMIUINI6D LI L. LigLiL]
| Sevotleofl CILUITMDIUTIL UMLP&EMS BHL LiL
. STF6oT LJLDLImI
UMSl HTE60T LIFLDLIEDI [BHIT6dT
SITE60T 6L(IHLDEUEMI]

S600T600T HITF6HT 6U(HLDEUM HIT60T.
Bmest wimy GlGFlujLom? BIEILD GlqLOS6HT SHei.
] ] S 9IJ& 56U0I601S TF 66T160T
2 G2 SIPDET &6)15(5)1q.LDSH60T [HIT60T,
2 Uy SlipES
8oLyl amfieey @DIfELIS)
ST
2_600T/j62UIT6V

LetTevti] Q&FeLeULD

Slsmmoearj GLITéoT
BEMBESG Sefioay
[BIT60T
LIS LIDBSI
ZLOLNG LG/
BBLULUSTTCY SLONPTSE
2 MIPS S &g LILI62I6oT
LomiLig  LAmLILND/LD
SLOND Glg [Hlen6oTLILIEL6TT
PUBCIEMS SLONPI&SCIE6T (IBLO&GCIS6DT) 2 6V&%)60T
CILIWG LDGOTIIEV 2 WIS 6UITLDLIEL6TT.
QUIBLD Lilg SLOID 6T6oT GILOMPILI6LOT
SLOND oenm Gmen eulfl SLiCIisor
2_60/JLILIEL60T.




Q&ULLbUf 15, GuUIiEh] Sieivrewim leufsemesr LNMbSHTeN !

2 WNGHHEL GLenL 2 oG Hed @uowid fh
steflemouNesr SSHLD eTeivTemTSSl60 HL6L B
C1(PSSID CuE&Dd QensHled 2 WITeISS

2 _ciTemeaTLT @LPHCHMTD MGG QLOHCHMLD !
SLDLNS6T DHGH6E] CHTETEMSUILD LDODHS S
UgeNuiled 2 wifhCHM 2 6tTenerGul MBS !
QDI 6T1(1PFH Qemen@hiflen LDeTSIEL
LenGeumd 1 1 pGeumd 2 60T QLI eum(pLD !
&(@®. UeTeTQgFeL6ILD




SbGeneus g6 - AMEHT SievorevorT

LI6L Q& L6V QIGLLIE 6U6TIHSLD ,LIMHLIEV 6UEHEUITET CLALBLOLNSHS ST ,
QIS Sler QUWIT Faf C&&SSHler QUITIHmeNL LMLPTEGLD CH&® - Q&)

S FILILD.
BITL_19 G60 [HEV6V [H6L6L CHEUTELIIRIGET @)(H &S ,FHTHIS (LPIQUITH SIS SHTLD

Femevalifls gl o) HeUCHT ?LMISHUPLD LIS6USEMSUILD Q) ([H5HS ,LISS [T
SlLeuIMIQTGeTeT 2CHL_HGCHMLD BHTLD !CHL_&E Fal_MTHT?

eUESLD 6TetTMILD CHMULISE LTESL[J&ET LO(BHSI CBTHSH SIS GELILGES
(PG WIS .Sih& CHTenUI UTEOILILI LI(TH6S SeVIETTOT LOTCUIT6LITS6NTT6e0 & IT60T
GILUESS (WPigULLb.

BT 9iMieys SlenmUNeL (LP6TCTHMLOEL [h&T6LS 6T HLOLOIL LD 2 6iTem
LI6MLOW & (5 SHGHIH6T SEVILD ;LITH LT &SI CLIT6I S6voteLplg Ll LILD&SIhiS @i LD
Q& TemeL LD ;LoMM AL HLOLNSMSS61T (LPMILg SSLILIEBLD.

SL_6)61T el eUMIS6TLES) 2arHmLUILIHLD LITEneL ,Si6k16M1q QIRISETTEUS) 6JHMIS
QBMeTH 6T 6T6ITMI LITTHSHMEL SiFI6LD @eLemn6euGIL (&L FILITS SiHSFLI
LmeDL (L(PGILD FM&SeL. ufiwins QeueliuuL (S SITHTHDSH S S
5 BEugILoeine,

SI5GHITHIMHMLD LI Fl6iol & &\ LO&6T 2 MHLIGHIITQUSDGSLD 3158 (1 LOI&ETT6L
LeveFLomest QHTHMIGHTLISET 2 60T TH L& SHaNes 2 ulleny LOMULILIGDEGSGLD
STJEOILOTH 6T G

L{[JIT6UBTIRI S 61T S TEIT LOITEUITEUIT (615 & (&LI LIMLMISMTSHSLIL(RLD 6165TMM6L ,@Q&MESLI
LieiTer1& Fo LRSI 6J60T ?LIReMaI&&a L RiSGar GLITHIGLD!

6T6LEVITLI L|§ & SMRISmeTLDNIL & HMHS LHSHSHLD QbSLI LIJHS 2 60SLDSIT6H .
2 0&5HMGHETL 2 6HT6EAISHLOMEH LiSHSHSLD GCoum SHlemLWimg).

LGS S MiemarLl LILiTLI(h & &leuHeLsmev 616t (Lplg 6 Q&GN L LNMGS
Lo6vflG6eefIL LD eumGH(heus Q&S ILI GLmeT Lo H§mIHE L ([HHS] 261 (HeuSDS
HESITGSLD.

LomeuTLd QUi ;2 uNyebLev .Lo&S6rT ClLIfluleul ;L0&LD6L6V .6X)(H& 66V
Coueiti(HLD ;6TeU(HSGLD BITLD g 60LOUIEVEV .[HLOSE WIT(HLD Sllq6mOWITS @Q)(H55
CeuetiLim .Q&IGex HLO&EGS B0 .



6N SHEMISS FHLUL SFalg.ILl 615 FM6TCIIT GHITUISEHSE LO[HHSHII(D ;3 60TT60
2 L[5S 2 6MaTEHHMDGS LO(HHS HlenL WIS

il igeMCMT UH&HS FMemev 6165TM QevLSILD ,BITL1qMHCSHTT HeLeLHEH6V
gmuL & Q&I Geueiar(BLd 6T6oTm S L SHMGS SilqLILIenL .

€2 (Ih LIGOLDIT6OT &IT5G&H6M6V [HL & H6TT6V - 62 (Ih FH6oTETeLLOMM (LM EHILIF
QFUWIHITEL LD&SHEIT UMLDETN6L HEhENEFSH HLSHGSLD 6X1&) 6TMILD Sllg MLDS
generenll BLb BT SaNGeoCW ailpss (Lplg WD .QFUICEUTLOM 2Bmigel
ST &ITETT?

UGS M6 eUTHLD 6TGTLG] Silg.LILIemL 2_650T6mLO&6manT - QBMIGHemaT LOMLILIG)
6T60TLIZ 606V .GLIT601S & GUTLDITEIT 6T6H0T600TRIS6MEITIL|LD CI&F LI &EMOTULLD
SILNS S MLOLILIZ) S TedT
LGSSDeIUTSLD.

BiflGev QBIHLIL Q(HEHMS) 6T60TLIMS S SH6vuTLDIbS 6X(EhEhTeufI&elT,
BCIMTLLSe0ns Q6TmI L6 QUM L SH600&5& GMMEHGSLD FTSETLOMSEIL|STOT6oN .
Loy Setr
HI6uuT CISITEUTL6L6V ;LO&lUT6tT Flemewr QBT .SL1gL SHMDGSF
QFMRISELGLITEL ,QUMLDEMS (LPTCaTDDSHMGSLI Lilg LL|
GCaemed ;HmenLd CHemed ;CHTFS CHenel.

@606V G! L UTE S BLOLI(PIQUITS S| SIDI6USES (LLTETUITSIZ) ,
SIBT55555G QL LOTeus S &(1hSHHISH6T LRSI &5 SHeme6NLI Li6of&
J (B &6 61601l GUTMHMIGUS)

(PEOMUIT?

aNEbEHTISH MBS GleNEUNSHSMLPS S LOENLOMIL QUTLOWIF QFUIS)
SITL_Iq.UI6NIT LOSITEOTSHET6V6VI] ;LDSTEFTLDTEOTULTSH6IT . (I ITCILIMH M EUITHET6LEVI] ;
QI Tae.

WPL ML UNO(bHS! & E€hT , ML &THEHLMLO6L e2T(Eh(ERIT6UT
WpemmullermGeoGi QeuaflCwl Qsmssar(GeuriLGHMS).

HESTI“ - :2_600T60ILD 15-01 ”@&LIL_LDLIJ2011

HATS news letter committee sincerely thanks Mr. Panneer Selvam for his valuable
contributions and continued support to HATS News letter Thamizharam.






OUR STAR

THE ORIGINS

Name:Shreya Kumar
Parents:Usha and Siva Kumar
Grade: 3rd

Name:Vedanth

1 Age : 1 2 years

Parents:Ramesh and Shubha

THE SUPER NOVA

Shreya is an animal lover es-
pecially Puppies!She has a
pet hamster called Gin-
ger.She also likes playing pi-
ano ,listening to music and
drawing pictures.

Won a Gold Medal in NSF
Junior Spelling Bee 2011
Harrisburg Chapter.She
wants to become a Scientist
and do research.

Vedanth loves to go to the park
and library. He wants to do eve-
rything that “Nini Anna” does.
He loves to look at picture
books and play with cars and
trains. He likes Pooh Bear and
Barney. He has started talking
and uses a lot of NOW.........

“Keep it down, now!!”
“Go park, now!!”

“Cookie, now!!”




OUR STAR THE ORIGINS

u‘qh\gl

Stars:
Varshini - Grade 5
Janani - Grade 1

Parents:
Ramanathan Sethuraman
Latha

THE SUPER NOVA

En peyar Varshini. Naan aintham
vaguppu padikiraan. En Thangai
peyar Janani. Aval 1 am vaguppu
padikirraal. Naangal eruvarum
Tamil padikirom.

Ennakku niraiya books padikka
pidikkum. En thangaikku drawing
matrum coloring pidikkum. Nangal
iruvarrum sandai pottallum we love
each other very much.







OUR STAR

THE ORIGINS

Name: Kalkini

Parents: Durai Srinivasan
Latha

Grade: 10

SUPER NOVA

She loves singing and listening to
music. She is learning the piano
and is also learning carnatic mu-
sic. Her guru is Latha Ramanathan.
She has been learning Carnatic
music for 9 years. Out of 150 stu-
dents, she won the best math and
science student award in 8th
grade. She is involved in the HATS
(Harrisburg Tamil Sangam)

Youth Committee, debate, key
club, Uganda Education Club, and
IOHU. She wants to major in a
medical field when she goes to col-
lege. She can understands and
speak 5 languages. Tamil Sangam
has helped her bring out her tal-
ents and special. Kalkini wants to
thank Meena Ravi aunty because
she has helped Kalkini in many
ways. Kalkini also thanks IOHU
(Institute of Higher Understand-
ing) because it has helped her
learn how to live life in a success-
ful way as well as a religious way.




OUR STAR THE ORIGINS SUPER NOVA

Name: Harish - planning to do MD course at

Parents: Saiganesh & Drexel as part of 7-year BS/MD
Padmini curriculum

studying biological sciences - college music band member

(BS) at Drexel University; 2nd | playing Saxophone

year

It was very apparent that Rajit is a
Name: Rajit Krishnamurthy fun loving kid since his child-
hood. He likes to laugh and
Parents: Krishnamurthy and Beena plain enjoy life. He always did
funny things to make us laugh
College: University of MD, and of course be the center of
attraction. We must admit that
Year: Sophomore his special talent is getting his
parents to do what he wants :)
Area of Study: Aerospace Engi- Rajit is focused now on his aero-
neering space engineering degree.
Internship
College Freshman year: Intern for
Todd Platts, State Representative,
at Washington, DC.




OUR STAR THE ORIGINS SUPER NOVA

Favorite games are Tennis

Name:Fazil Habibullah and Ping-Pong. Played and
Parents: Habib & Naseera wants to play lots and lots of
Grade: M.D (Final) Video games.

Enjoys reading books. Some
of his favorites are Harry
Potter, Lord of the rings.
Always want to have some
music/noise around while
studying. Enjoys visiting
friends.

Favorite games are Tennis

Name:Sheerin Habibullah and Ping-Pong.
Parents:Habib & Naseera Enjoys reading literary nov-
Grade:B.S (Final) els and poetries. She wrote

many poems about nature
and people. Some got pub-
lished in a poetry book.
Passionate in understanding
different customs, cultures
and practices of people from
different countries.

Enjoys visiting friends.
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